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Message Text 


E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR MOPS SY LE IS 

SUB J : SOUTH LEBANON: WEIZMAN WORRIES ABOUT SYRIAN INTENTIONS 

1 . WEIZMAN CALLED LATE THIS AFTERNOON (MARCH 22) TO SEE 
IF WE HAD ANY FURTHER REACTIONS TO OUR DEMARCHES TO LEBANESE 
AND SYRIANS ON IRAQI CONVOYS. TOLD HIM EVERYONE CONCERNED 
WAS SEIZED WITH PROBLEM BUT I WAS UNAWARE OF ANY SPECIFIC 
RESULTS (HAD NOT SEEN BEIRUT 1540 AT TIME OF CONVERSATION). 
ALTHOUGH HE SEEMED RELATIVELY RELAXED OVER MY INABILITY TO 
GIVE HIM WHAT HE WANTED TO HEAR, HE DID URGE ME TO CALL 
HIM AT ANY HOUR SHOULD WE LEARN SOMETHING OF INTEREST. 


2. WEIZMAN SAID GOI HAD INTELLIGENCE INDICATIONS SYRIANS 
MIGHT TRY TO MOVE SOUTH OF RED LINE CLOSER TO LITANI. 
THIS WOULD GIVE ISRAELIS "LOTS OF PROBLEMS." SAID 
I HAD HEARD HE HAD DISCUSSED WITH SIILASVUO POSSIBILITY 
OF ADF MOVING DOWN TO LITANI TO TAKE OVER SECURITY 
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RESPONSIBILITY FOR STRIP BETWEEN LITANI AND RED LINE. 
WEIZMAN SAID THIS TRUE. BUT THAT IT HAD BEEN ONLY A "THEO- 
RETICAL 

DISCUSSION." IN INTERIM HE HAD PROPOSED THAT UNIFIL CROSS THE 
LITANI AND TAKE CHARGE OF THE STRIP BETWEEN IT AND RED 
LINE. TOLD HIM DID NOT BELIEVE THIS WAS POSSIBLE UNDER 
UN MANDATE NOR DID IT STRIKE ME AS A PRACTICAL SOLUTION 
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AT THIS STAGE. HE RETORTED BY URGING THAT WE DO WHATEVER 
POSSIBLE TO WARN SYRIANS THEIR PRESENCE BEYOND RED LINE 
WOULD NOT BE WELCOME. 

3. WEIZMAN AGAIN PRAISED SIILASVUO AND SAID THEY 

HAD AN EXCELLENT MEETING TODAY. HE APPEARS TO BE MORE 
PLEASED WITH UNIFIL PERFORMANCE TO DATE THAN SIILASVUO IS. 

4. ON CEASE FIRE, WEIZMAN SAID DESPITE CONTINUED ROCKET 

AND ARTILLERY FIRE TODAY ON NORTHERN ISRAELI REACHES HE WAS 
KEEPING IDF ON A "VERY TIGHT LEASH." TOLD HIM WE ALL 
HAD GREAT ADMIRATION FOR THE RESTRAINT AND STATESMANSHIP 
HE WAS SHOWING. 

5. DAO HAS JUST BEEN BRIEFED BY IDF INTELLIGENCE. IDF 

HAS INFORMATION WHICH INDICATES THAT THREE SYRIAN COMPANIES 
HAVE MOVED SOUTH IN FATAH LAND TO THE VICINITY OF 
HASBAYYA. DAO NOW REPORTING THIS BY IR 6 849 0291 78. 
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